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Introduction

1.1. The ethmc Phutar have many types of traditional health
treatment - the most important the yao healing,

1.2. Yao healing 1s ritual healing performed by a group of female
mo yao healers through poetic speech, chanting, and dancing.



1.3 The Phutai commumty in general still adhere to yao healing,
but the majority of the younger generations do not recognize

any value or importance of traditional healing.
14 Yao 1s a process of healing closely associated with Phuta:

hifestyle. If yao healing decreases, then the Phutai ethnic
identity will decline as well.



Objective

2.1. To study the past and present situation of traditional Phutai
health care.

2.2. To study the factors and conditions determming why yao
healing has survived until today:.

2.3. To study the relationship between the mor yao healers and
the local commumnty.

2.4. To study methods how to maintain and strengthen the local
wisdom as preserved in the yao healing.
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3.1.This qualitative research has been conducted with community
participation (community-based research): The study team
consists of nurses, leaders of the commumty, mo yao
healers, health volunteers and local governmental officials.

3.2. The methods used are: Interviews, team observation and
group process: mo yao healers, mo yao chents, community
leaders, local resource persons, and youths from 16 willages.






